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Climate change, the 1980s farm crisis and the future of family
farming discussed at the Kansas Farmers Union convention

By Tom Parker
Tom Giessel, honorary NFU historian and Pawnee County Farmers
“Celebrating the International Year of Family Farming” was the Union president, presented a brief history of farmers’ co-ops in Kantheme of the annual Kansas Farmers Union convention, held Jan. sas in conjunction with a broader research project on Kansas co-ops
3-5 at the Ramada Topeka Downtown Hotel and Convention Center. currently in progress through the Chapman Center for Rural StudFarmers and ranchers from across the state convened to discuss pol- ies based at Kansas State University; interns Rebecca Hall and Billie
icy, climate change, the farm crisis of 1980 and how its memory still Chesney gave a slideshow about their findings for their recently comshadows modern farming, the farm bill of 2014 and other subjects.
pleted Kansas Co-op History Research Project.
A diverse group of guest speakers offered a broad array of topics
Jeff Downing, general manager of the Midwest Agency, LLP, preapplicable to today’s farmer.
sented the agency’s year in review.
National Farmers Union President Roger Johnson gave an update
Karen Pendleton, co-owner of Pendleton’s Country Market, Lawon the lingering effects of last year’s government shutdown, provi- rence, spoke of the farm crisis in 1980 from a beginning farmer’s persions KFU would like to see added to the new farm bill, the Food Safe- spective and of how she and her husband reinvented their farm in
ty Modernization Act and the furor over COOL, or country of origin the wake of a drought to become a successful agritourism operation.
labeling.
In addition, KFU
Dr. W. Chris King,
projects and comchief academic officer
munications
cofor the U.S. Army Comordinator Nick Lemand and General Staff
vendofsky
spoke
College, discussed risof his three-week
ing risks from climate
international rural
change such as loss of
leadership conferarable lands, depletion
ence in Germany
of the world’s aquifers
last summer, Sen.
and reduced access to
Marci Francisco proclean water, how overvided an update on
population magnifies
recent agricultural
environmental, geopolegislation in the
litical and militarization
statehouse, Dougstresses and why it’s a
las County Sustainnational security interability Coordinator
est for the U.S. military.
Eileen Horn spoke
Larry Mitchell, adof the new Douglas
ministrator for the KFU members, Midwest Regional Agency insurance agents, and guests gather for the Friday County Food Policy
USDA Grain Inspection,
Council’s food hub
evening banquet during KFU’s annual convention held in Topeka, KS Jan. 3-4, 2014.
Packers and Stockyards
program, the first in
Administration, spoke of new threats to grain and livestock produc- the state, and Republic County Economic Development co-director
tion and exports, the push toward privatization of grain exports and Luke Mahin explained social networking for farmers, producers and
how their precedence in early scandals and compromises dates back small businesses.
100 years, and why Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” is as applicable today
A special screening of the documentary, The Farm Crisis” was aired
as it was in 1906.
on Saturday evening, following by a panel discussion of its effect on
Adrian Polansky, executive director of the USDA’s Farm Service Kansas farmers and the advisory role played by members of the KanAgency in Kansas, outlined micro-loan programs for small and niche sas Farmers Union.
producers, the importance of the school nutritional program and
Participants also toured the recently-renovated Kansas State Capimodernization of the USDA’s public information outreach.
tol, which opened to the public on Jan. 2. The $320 million project inLinda Sheppard, Special Counsel and Director of Health Policy for cluded a new visitor center, 550-vehicle underground parking garage,
the Kansas Insurance Department, explained enrollment cutoffs, ben- site utilities and infrastructure upgrades, replacement of the copper
efits, packages and financial subsidies available through the Afford- roof and dome and maximization of existing spaces.
able Care Act following the initial enrollment deadline and offered
Entertainment was provided by Dave Lewis with his Road Show
real-world advice for navigating the government’s Web site.
Game Show based on the TV hit, “Fabulous
Continued on Page 2
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President’s Report

Hi,
I have filed for the National Farmers Union
position of Vice President being vacated by
Claudia Svarstad after serving so well for
these past years.
The election will be this coming March in
Santa Fe at our National Farmers Union convention and elected on by the FU voting delegates of the nation. There are two positions
voted on by NFU delegates, President and
Vice President, and are two-year terms. The
other positions are elected by the NFU board
of directors. As you may, or may not, know
I have served for the past four years as National Farmers Union Treasurer, not exactly
news-worthy but a position I have taken very
seriously and done to the best of my ability,
thus I was elected by the NFU board.
Roger is running unopposed for president.
With Claudia stepping away from the office
of Vice President there are three candidates
that have filed for the position of NFU VP before the 60 day deadline, Darin Von Ruden;
President of Wisconsin Farmers Union, Roger
Noonan; President of New England Farmers
Union, and myself.
Both Darin and Roger are good friends (at
least they used to be) and I feel that German/
Lutheran resistance to self-promotion coming into play so it’s going to be hard to campaign against them. They are both top-notch
men and I’m envious of them both. Roger is
young and aggressive and intelligent. Darin
drives me nuts. This guy has kids as old as
mine but with his good looks and young appearance he gets carded when we walk into
a bar together. I bet people think he’s my
kid….
So why am I running? National Farmers
Union has a tremendously lot going on right
now. I have been around long enough to at
least have a fundamental understanding of
the intricacies of running a national farm or-

KFU convention in review

Feud.”
The wealth of information pertinent to today’s farmers made the convention worth attending, members said.
“I’m very proud of how the convention
turned out,” Levendofsky said. “Some of the
highlights were the tour of the beautifully
renovated Kansas Capitol, hearing from both
state and national agriculture leaders, and
discussing the grassroots policy that will
guide our organization through the coming
year.”

Donn Teske

ganization, including the relationship with
the insurance industry we so largely depend
on for our operating revenue. My opponents
do not. I work well with Roger and think we
can make a good team. I know the finances
and financial operations of National Farmers
Union as well as anyone else in the nation. I
have a good working relationship with just
about everyone on the NFU board.
Filling the role of National Farmers Union
Vice President will be VERY challenging and
difficult. Claudia was formerly the president
of NFUIC insurance and her predecessor,
Alan Bergman, previously led the North Dakota Farmers Union and their giant insurances. Their knowledge of the insurance
industry has always been mind-boggling to
me and I am in no way insinuating that I can
compare with that historical knowledge. I’m
a distant fleck of dust compared to either of
them. But I know more about it than either of
my competitors for this position.
What does this mean for Kansas Farmers
Union? Maybe nothing, maybe a lot. Previous vice presidents have served either on
a part-time basis or full time. If elected and
the position evolves into a part-time position then things can pretty well go on the
way it has if the KFU board wishes, with part
of my salary being picked up by NFU and I
delegating more responsibilities to staff. If it
becomes a full-time position, which it really
should be, then Kansas Farmers Union will
need to elect a new president.
Winning the election will be very difficult
for me. I have been around too long and I
have a tendency to do what I believe is right
regardless of pressure politics. I have too
many skeletons, too many vices, and have
burned too many bridges in the past to have
a very realistic chance to win. But I’m going
to give it my best shot.

continued from Page 2
“There was a nice mix of topics that set
the convention apart from others like it,” said
Mary Howell, KFU membership specialist.
“There was something for everybody.”
Kansas Farmers Union, based in McPherson and affiliated with the National Farmers
Union, is a member organization working to
sustain and strengthen the family farm and
ranch structure through fair trade policies,
affordable health care, improvement of rural
roads and adequate funding for education.

Reaction from the Farm Crisis documentary screening at the 2013 convention
Below is part of an e-mail I shared with NFU president Roger Johnson
about his participation at the KFU state convention and the Farm Crisis
documentary. I felt this is something you-all should see, all too many of
us remember those days…The young man who posted the Facebook
piece is Matt Ubel from Wheaton, Ks. –Donn
And I appreciate your attendance at our state convention. I know it’s
part of your job, but the Farm Crisis documentary wasn’t. I watched
us all on the stage as we expressed our thoughts to the crowd of
the movie and our experiences, and I think we all aged 10 years on
that stage forcing ourselves to do that. Probably wasn’t my best
move letting that evolve into what it became. But one of the youngest farmers there posted this (below) on his Facebook last night, if
we helped one young farmer from falling into that trap it was worth
it. His post moved me deeply.
Matt wrote: We watched this documentary this weekend at the Kansas
farmers union state convention. When I sat down to watch this video I
had no idea how emotional the evening would be. I sat at the front of
the room with a group of friends we were there to learn from the mis-

takes made by farmers in the 80s. We were not prepared for the lessons
surrounded us.
About 15 minutes into the video I realized these farmers did not make
mistakes. These farmers were victims of a perfect storm. Crop prices
dropped land prices dropped and interest rates went through the roof.
As I sat watching this documentary I heard sniffles coming from around
the room. I looked around to see grown men wiping tears from their
eyes as their wives held them for comfort. That’s when it hit me I was
watching this film with a room full of farmers that were victims of the
farm crisis. They had lived this very film. They were the ones with the
story to tell. As the evening progressed farmer after farmer came to the
table my friends and I were sitting at and told their story’s of how they
lost it all in the 80s and built it back from scratch. I came away with a
new respect for the previous generation of farmers. These people sacrificed it all to live what I call the American dream. THE FAMILY FARM!
Thank you Donn Teske and the Kansas farmers union for this eye opening experience!”

KFU office building sale completed as decades of history moved to new offices
By Donn Teske
The sale of the Kansas Farmers Union
building in McPherson went forward as
planned, finalizing on Dec. 31st. Todd Whitehill took possession of the property at that
time.
Todd tore into the building even before the closing, remodeling the parts of
the building we would be moving into,
which wouldn’t be having major structural
changes (I kind of balked at tearing out
walls until the deal was done). This way our
new digs were painted and fixed up before
we needed to move in.
Todd’s really done a nice job on the building remodeling so far, I’m looking forward
to watching it all develop.
But with the remodeling and our office
move we needed to move stuff, ALL of the
stuff. A couple of years ago when Callie
came on board and started popping out
kids we decided to move the offices to the
back of the building where an infant would
not disturb the other tenants as bad and
hopefully make the more leasable space up
front available for rent. That wasn’t so bad.
But now THIS time EVERYTHING needed
to be gone through and moved to our new
location in the building or done away with.
We are talking about decades of KFU history! I’m in my 14th year with KFU and there
are nooks and crannies and shelves and
cabinets that I’ve never even opened! This
was a herculean task that volunteers took
on the week after state convention.
All of the volunteers that helped are
deeply appreciated and I’ll list them shortly
but the real hero in this event was Tom
Giessel. Tom, with his personal recollections
and Farmers Union historical knowledge

The work crew! Front: Jason Schmidt, Tom Giessel, Mary Howell, and Callie Kramer.
Back: Herb Bartel, Nick Levendofsky, Donn Teske, Lavern Potuzak, Gerard Steinlage, David Heiens, and Matt Steinlage.
was crucial to know what to keep and what
not to.
Tom came one day a couple of weeks
before the big moving event and we kind of
started browsing and scoping out our plan
of action and then was there for the whole
move. It felt like we dug into the piles like
swathing through a field of hay but as we
did so every piece, every file, every picture
had to be sorted and a decision made. We
made three categories, material to keep at
the office, material to go to the state historical society, and material to discard.
We found amazing stuff! Evan asked me
that if we found any pictures from the building being built he would appreciate copies.
I spread the word and within a minute Tom
comes walking in with a whole handful of
pictures of the building under construction! We found the original building bids,
contracts, blueprints, mortgages, etc! We

found minutes record books of locals dating
back into the teens! We found memories of
a vibrant, active organization that was raising KFU up from their crisis of the previous
decade! Every piece of history we looked at
begged to be studied and absorbed, it was
difficult to stay on task and often we just
HAD to show others something that was
too noteworthy to flip on by. I was really
bad at that…
Tom took home boxes of pictures to attempt to identify the people in the pictures
and label them for future historians. And we
probably have a U-Haul trailer of paraphernalia stored to take to the Kansas State
Historical Society.
The office and our history have responsibly been sorted through and we are now
in as good of shape, historically wise, as we
have been in years.
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Spicing Up Family Agriculture
Santa Fe site of March’s 2014 NFU Convention
By Nick Levendofsky
The 112th National Farmers Union convention will be held March 8-11 in Santa
Fe, NM. Kansas Farmers Union members
are encouraged to attend, as it will be
a wonderful opportunity to meet and
reconnect with National Farmers Union
members from across the nation, observe
the organization’s grassroots policy formation, and enjoy historic Santa Fe.
KFU members, convention delegates,
and staff plan on leaving Friday, March 7
from numerous Amtrak stations in Kansas
to travel to Santa Fe. Please go to www.
amtrak.com to find your closest departure
site in Kansas. It will be an early morning
for most of us as the train leaves Lawrence
at 11:52 PM, Topeka at 12:30 AM, Newton
at 2:45 AM, Hutchinson at 3:20 AM, Dodge
City at 5:25 AM, and Garden City at 6:21
AM. The Southwest Chief Amtrak train
stops at Lamy, NM, and following a short
bus ride, we should arrive in Santa Fe at
around 4:00 PM.
We will return to Kansas Wed., March
12. The bus will leave Santa Fe at 12:25
PM and the train leaves Lamy at 1:17 PM.
Please keep in mind that all times are
subject to change with little or no notice. Ticket prices vary depending on the
departure location in the state with price
ranges from $85 at Garden City to $122
at Lawrence. Prices need to be doubled
for round trip travel. These are “Value”
seats, adding “Flexible” or “Premium” adds
another $100-160. A sleeping car will also
cost extra. Please join us for what’s sure
to be a wonderful trip with fellow KFU
members. Contact KFU office manager
Callie Kramer if you have any questions
regarding travel arrangements.
According to the Santa Fe Convention
and Visitors Bureau website, www.santafe.
org, the city embodies a rich history,
melding Hispanic, Anglo, and Native
American cultures whose influences are
apparent in everything from the architecture to the food and art. Santa Fe has
long been a center for arts and culture
and ranks as the country’s third largest art
market where there are nearly 300 galleries and dealers to explore.
Santa Fe has the third largest State
Museum system in the country featuring culture, history, and traditions of the
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region and the world. Santa Fe also has
more than 200 restaurant choices ranging
from local New Mexican flavors to creative
Southwestern cuisine to authentic world
cuisines.
Convention begins Saturday, March 8
with a welcome reception and convention banquet featuring a “Year in Review”
slideshow and a formal welcome from
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union president,
Kent Peppler. Retiring NFU vice-president
Claudia Svarstad will give the Vice-President’s Update, and NFU president Roger
Johnson will give the State of the Farmers
Union Address, followed by the presenta-

tion of NFU’s Meritorious Service Award.
A prayer service will take place Sunday
morning, followed by the official call to
order of the 112th annual convention.
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack
has been invited to speak to the delegation that morning. The last time Sec.
Vilsack addressed our convention was in
2012 in Omaha, NE. Membership award
presentations will take place after Sec.
Vilsack’s speech, and then the group will
depart for area tours or an afternoon on
your own.
While at convention, be sure to stop
by the Family Farm Advocacy Network,
International Year of Family Farming, and
sponsor booths at the tradeshow.
On Monday, March 10, several award

presentations will take place, including
the Meritorious Service Award presentations and Silver and Blue Star Award
presentations. National Youth Advisory
Council (NYAC) presentations will also
take place throughout convention. The
election of NFU President and VicePresident takes place Monday morning,
followed by breakout sessions through
the afternoon. Election results will be
announced later in the day. Our own KFU
President Donn Teske has filed to run for
Vice-President, and you can read more
about it in his President’s Report in this
issue of the Kansas Kontact.
Later in the day, President Johnson will
moderate a speaker panel featuring Rocky
Mountain State Agriculture Commissioners Colorado Ag Commissioner John
Salazar, New Mexico Director/Secretary of
Agriculture Jeff Witte, and Wyoming Director of Agriculture Jason Fearneyhough.
“An Evening for Education: NFU Foundation’s Gala Event” will be held Monday evening. In years past, the evening
featured a banquet meal, entertainment,
and a live auction showcasing wonderful items donated by NFU members from
around the U.S. A ticket is required for
attendance, and can be purchased during
registration.
On Tuesday, March 11, Leadership
Achievement Award presentations take
place, and an invitation to the 2015 Convention in Wichita will be given by Kansas
President Donn Teske. Kansas is honored
to be hosting the 2015 convention, and
we look forward to working with NFU staff
to coordinate plans for a great convention
next year.
The 2014 convention rounds out with
consideration and adoption of policy that
will guide our organization through the
coming year. NFU convention delegates
elected from Kansas are: Mary Fund, Goff;
Herb and Pat Bartel, Hillsboro; Chris and
Sherrie Schmidt, Oberlin; John Rempe,
Corning; and Jason Schmidt, Newton. Alternates are Tom Giessel, Larned and Tim
Olmstead, Frankfort.
For more information about the 2014
convention in Santa Fe, and to register,
go to www.nfu.org/convention or contact
Callie at the KFU Office 620-241-6630.

Kansas Corporate Farming Update
By Nick Levendofsky
During last year’s legislative session, identical bills were
introduced that would have made significant changes to the
Agricultural Corporations Act. Hearings were held on HB2404 in
the House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources and
on SB191 in the Senate Committee on Natural Resources, but
neither bill made it out of committee. In May 2013, the chairpersons of the committee – Rep. Sharon Schwartz and Senator
Larry Powell – requested the Kansas Judicial Council review the
statutes to determine if there are potential constitutional issues
with the laws as currently written.
The Judicial Council considered the request over the summer,
and agreed to form a new advisory committee to review the
statutes for potential constitutional issues. If the advisory committee determined that provisions of the law have questionable
constitutional footing, the committee would suggest changes to
the law that would strengthen its constitutionality.
The advisory committee issued a report to the council in early
December that recommended Kansas’ corporate farming law be
modified to avoid potential conflict with federal interstate commerce laws, but stops short of the sweeping changes sought by
the agriculture department and lobbyists.
Richard Levy, professor at the University of Kansas School of
Law and member of the advisory committee gave the report’s
findings at a recent House agriculture committee meeting. He
called the current laws “discriminatory” since they violate the
dormant commerce clause, and noted the law could possibly be
challenged in court. He suggested adding language to make current law clearer, or simply wait for someone to challenge the law
and let the court handle the situation.
Last year the Kansas Department of Agriculture and agriculture
lobbyists began urging legislators to make changes the law, saying it would help spur jobs and economic growth.
According to an e-mail from Acting Secretary of Agriculture
Jackie McClaskey, “The agency does not intend to pursue consideration of the bills. The ruling from the judicial council deserves
full consideration before acting.”
Current law restricts ownership of certain agriculture operations, primarily large swine and dairy facilities. It requires a
majority of partners must be related, and at least one must live
or be actively engaged in the work on the farm. It also limits the
number of stockholders in a farming operation to 10 for corporations, 15 for trusts, and requires all corporate farms with land in
the state to make annual reports to the Secretary of State about
farming operations.
The bills pushed last year would have removed the last vestige
a county had left to have any control about what goes on in their
own county, often known as “County Option.”
Even though the issue won’t likely come to a committee vote
during this legislative session, chances are, it will be back in 2015.
Education is the foundation of our organization, and informing
the public about the implications of these bills on family farms
and rural Kansas is at the top of KFU’s priority list.
KFU is currently monitoring bills related to property taxes,
school funding, water, health, and education during this legislative session. For more information on what is happening in the
Kansas Legislature, go to www.kslegislature.org

Membership Promotion Contest
Launched for FU Insurance Agents
Midwest Agency insurance representatives from across
Kansas are participating in a promotion to increase Kansas
Farmers Union membership.
Each agent who successfully recruits twenty new KFU
memberships will become eligible to attend the September
2014 National Farmers Union Fly-In for free.
Agents who have attended past fly-ins share that the experience has given them a new appreciation for the work
KFU and NFU do in Washington D.C. to support family
farmers.

Patronize Your Local Farmers Union Agent
Agent

Phone

Stacey Addison
Arthur Alcala
Matthew Anderson
Steven Arnold
Fred Behrens
Roger Blanken
Richard Boxum
Ron Buddenhagen
Jerry Cady
Philip Chaney
Ron Clark
Thomas Clark
Nichole Faulconer
Greg Frank
John Geier
Jim Gierhan
Hanna Hertzig
Eric Holmes
Jeff Kindel
Mario Lopez
Randy Mader
Roy McCoy
Jerry Nolte
Jason Ortman
Ty Racette
Thomas Rice
Nicole Schaller
David Snyder
Todd Whitehill
Steve Yearout

620-384-5402
620-266-2708
785-738-5701
785-827-1011
785-562-3789
785-632-3306
785-454-3870
620-421-4360
620-382-3282
620-431-6290
785-672-3231
785-335-2270
620-275-6741
785-282-6658
620-225-0999
785-632-3264
785-456-9077
785-827-1011
785-243-1571
620-271-0844
785-628-6134
620-431-4234
785-336-2040
785-378-3212
620-804-6131
785-543-3103
620-659-2011
620-285-6867
620-241-1918
620-326-2021

Counties Covered
GL, GT, HM, KE, ST, WH
DG, JF, LV, SN, WY
LC, MC, OT
SA
MS
CY, WS
OB
CK, CR, LB, MG
CS, LY, MN
NO
LG, TH
RP, JW, CD
FI
SM
FO
CY, DK, WS
GE, JA, MR, PT, RL, WB
SA
CD, OT, RP
FI
EL, NS, RS, TR
AL, CK, CR, LB, NO, WL, WO
AT, BR, DP, NM
JW
BT, ED, KW, PN, RH, SF
NT, PL, RO
CA, CM, ED, HG, KW, ME
PN, PR, SF
MP, RN, RC
CL, HP, SU
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Understanding the future of ag may be found in our history,
Mitchell tells KFU members

By Tom Parker
The early 1970s were good times for American agriculture, with
expanded exports to the Soviet Union creating higher profits for
producers, stimulating rural economies and revitalizing farm implement manufacturing. News from the agricultural sector was generally upbeat. Then, on June 30, 1975, Time magazine ran an expose
piece entitled “Dirty Grain,” and suddenly Americans—and the rest
of the world—discovered that the U.S. was not a reliable supplier of
grain.
By the end of that year 256 criminal indictments were handed
down for corruption in a scandal involving private sector grain
inspectors, grain prices crashed and the farm crisis spiraled out of
control. “What did this erosion of our credibility do?” Larry Mitchell,
Administrator of the USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA), asked. “I won’t say the grain scandals
were the reason for the farm crisis of the late ‘70s and ‘80s, maybe
not even a large reason, but its impact was huge.” In the following
decade hundreds of thousands of farms were foreclosed and over a
million family farms were lost.
Then-Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz fought for a federalized
system of inspecting grain to reduce possible conflicts of interest,
but he was reminded by the White House Budget Office of President Ford’s initiative to reduce overly-burdensome regulations on
the private sector.
The following year Congress established the Federal Grain Inspection Service, to federalize grain export inspection and weighing.
Domestic inspection would be voluntary.
The grain scandals of the 1970s aren’t just past history, Mitchell
told members of the Kansas Farmers Union during their annual convention in Topeka in early January. “It’s not that we want to dwell on
the past,” he said, “but we need to understand the past in order to
understand where we’re going in the future.”
Though the second smallest agency in the Department of Agriculture, GIPSA is responsible for a variety of programs that facilitate
the marketing of livestock, poultry, meat, cereals, oil seeds and
related agricultural products, as well as promoting fair and competitive trading practices for the overall benefit of consumers and producers. Mitchell stressed that the grain scandals of the 1970s were
symptomatic of larger forces still pushing for the complete eradication of regulations. A careful reading of Dan Morgan’s “Merchants of
Grain,” a history of five major grain companies from their inception
to the mid-eighties, was not only the best explanation of the scandals but also an indication of where the U.S. might be heading.
The Federal Grains Standard Act, for instance, has been controversial since its beginning. In 2005 when the act came up for
reauthorization, many major grain companies lobbied to return to
private grain inspections similar to the 1970s, Mitchell said. Farm
organizations such as the Kansas Farmers Union rallied to defeat
the measure and continue a federal system of grain inspection.
Mitchell predicted a similar if not tougher fight when the act is up
for reauthorization next year.
When Mitchell was hired to lead the agency, he reread Upton
Sinclair’s “The Jungle,” a novel that exposed health violations and
abuses of America’s meat packing industry during the early 1900s.
Though the book brought about many necessary changes, including the Packers and Stockyards Act, legislation since then has been
contested at every turn. “We still have a long way to go,” he said.
“The act is a former remnant of what it was.”
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Mitchell also spoke on changes in farming practices and of the
constant battle for small producers and farmers to compete with
increasingly powerful corporate interests.
“I don’t think agriculture is always asking for special treatment,”
Mitchell said, “it’s asking for equal treatment.”
Farmers and producers need to learn to work together for the
common good, he said. Unfortunately, agricultural groups often
tend to disdain others even when their similarities are more than
their differences.
“Too often farmers are crop bigots,” Mitchell said. Beans and corn,
the major staples, are prioritized while fruits and vegetables lag behind. Jimmy Carter, for instance, wasn’t known as a farmer, he was
referred to by most farmers as a peanut farmer, Mitchell said, “and in
farmer jargon that means he was knocked down two or three pegs
because of it. I know a lot of crop farmers who think a little less of
dairy farmers, and it doesn’t serve us well.”
The basic makeup of American agricultural production encompasses the whole, not the parts, he said.
“This is all of it,” he said. “Half of it is animal agriculture, half of it is
crop agriculture. Half of the crop half is the major commodities, the
other half of the half is fruit and vegetables—in value. Fruits and
vegetables are one-fourth of our food industry regardless if you’re a
truck farmer or a peanut farmer.”
Currently there’s a huge demand for local foods, he said, and it’s
growing stronger. “Some people want organic, some want natural,
but a lot more folks just want something local,” he said. “Maybe
that’s the future.”
Mitchell said he’d been to too many agriculture banquets, especially in 70s and 80s—even FFA banquets—where spokesmen
would stand up and tell attendees where everything on their plate
came from. The beef came from some faraway place and the lettuce
equally far or farther, until it seemed everything on the plate was as
exotic as kiwi.
“So I added it up and I’m thinking, there’s 7,000 miles of travel on
this plate!” Mitchell said. “It doesn’t make sense to me. This is just
not efficient. Don’t downplay the impact of locally-grown fruits and
vegetables. And we need to expand it to animal agriculture.”
The bottom line, he said, was simple. Know your farmer, know
your food.

Farming Smarter,
Not Harder
Planning for Profit

a farm business management workshop featuring
RICHARD WISWALL, author of The Organic Farmer's Business Handbook

Do you wonder how to have more money in the bank at the end of the season?
Does the business side of farming seem incomprehensible to you?
Take this course to learn the keys to managing your farm as a business, and you'll see a pay-off for years to come.
Richard Wiswall literally wrote the book on business management for farmers (organic or not). He has won high
praise from diversified producers for his practical approach to success.
This course will cover:
• Planning for Profit
• Making a Profit on Your Farm
• Your Marketing Strategies
• The Efficient Farm Office
• Key Farm Financial
Statements

•
•
•
•
•
•

Financial Tips for Success
Common Business Mistakes
Quick Business Fixes
Effective Farm Management
Employee Management
Labor Efficiencies

Saturday ! February 22
8:30 am to 5:15 pm

Pachamama’s Alton Ballroom
800 New Hampshire ! Lawrence KS
early bird rate: $35 for first farm rep, $15 additional rep
after Feb 11: $50 for first farm rep, $20 additional rep

visit kansasfarmersunion.org/kbfc to register
presenting partners:

First 25
farms
to regis
ter rece
a copy o ive
f
Richard
’s book!
Please bring pen and paper, a calculator, and
the following information from your farm if you
have it: last year's total farm sales (or top five
selling items) broken down by product and/or
account, last year's expenses broken down
into different types of expenses (seeds/fuel/
labor/insurance/repairs/ etc.) and your
checkbook balances for the last two years
ending on December 31st. All of your farm's
information is for your benefit only and is solely
for you to see.
Take home materials will include a CD of
farmer-friendly business tools for keeping
records and making decisions from Richard
Wiswall's book. You will also go home with
budgets for several farm enterprises, a market
analysis for your farm, and a roadmap of how
to achieve your financial goals.

questions? contact Mercedes 785.840.6202 kfu.mercedes@gmail.com
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Scenes from the 2013 Kansas Farmers Union Convention

KFU member and auctioneer Tim Olmsted, Beattie, graciously donated his services during the KFU Foundation
live auction. Jim and Kathy Richardson, Small World Gallery in Lindsborg, donated the Konza prairie print.
Dave Lewis’“Game Show Road Show” was a hit at this year’s
convention. KFU members, insurance agents, and guests were all
part of the “Fabulous Feud” trivia game show on Friday night.

Convention photos by Tom Parker

Henry Strnad recipient of
2013 Ruth Hirsch Award

Lifetime Farmers Union member Henry
Strnad, Munden, was awarded the
prestigious Ruth Hirsch Award at KFU’s
annual convention. Due to health issues,
Henry wasn’t able to attend convention, but
was presented the award by Republic County
Farmers Union president Nick Levendofsky
a few days later. Henry has been a loyal
Farmers Union member for many years, and
we are thankful for his many years of service
to our organization.
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National Farmers Union President Roger Johnson
updated members on efforts in Washington D.C..

KFU President Donn Teske and his wife, Kathy, share
some laughs during Friday’s Game Show.

Sharon and Jerry Karr, Emporia, and Nick Levendofsky, KFU communications and projects coordinator, enjoying
the “Game Show Road Show” on Friday night during convention.

The Farm Crisis documentary screening and panel discussion took place on Saturday evening. Panelist included (above from left): Kansas Rural Family Helpline director Charlie Griffin, NFU
President Roger Johnson, former Kansas Rural Center farm financial counselor Ed Reznicek and Kansas Agriculture Mediation Service director Forrest Buhler. Visit kansasfarmersunion.org
to read an article covering the Farm Crisis event.

Douglas County Sustainability Coordinator Eileen Horn provided background on the
county’s food policy council, the first local government sponsored council in the state, and
shared updates on the council’s food hub feasibility study.

Dr. W. Chris King, chief academic officer for the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College, discussed rising risks from climate change. Visit kansasfarmersunion.org to read
the article on Dr. King’s presentation.

Karen Pendleton, of Pendleton’s Country Market in Lawrence, spoke of the 80s farm crisis
from a beginning farmer’s perspective and of how she and her husband reinvented their
farm in the wake of a drought to become a successful agritourism operation.

Mary Howell (center), KFU’s membership coordinator, enjoys the Friday banquet with the
Bauman sisters, Rosanna (left) and Joanna (right), of Cedar Valley Farms in Garnett. The
Baumans operate the only on-farm USDA inspected poultry processing facility in Kansas.
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KANSAS FARMERS UNION 2014 POLICY STATEMENT
Adopted by Kansas Farmers Union Delegates to the KFU State Convention on January 3, 2014
Preamble
The Kansas Farmers Union represents its members who are
engaged in various farming and ranching pursuits through
cooperation, legislation, and education.
The Kansas Farmers Union takes pride in defining our policy. We
believe policy should address the needs of people. The moral and
ethical decisions made by individuals and governments have an
impact on our daily lives, and on the lives of future generations.
Recognizing that fact, our policy strives to assure those decisions
maintain a just and ethical basis.
Our policy also addresses the use of our natural resources and
environment with the same fervor. We must not allow greed,
ignorance, or carelessness to bring about exploitation of our
natural resources, or of our fellow man.
We believe family ownership of farm land is the basis for the world’s
most viable system of food and fiber production, and maintaining
this family farm system will preserve our country’s natural and
human resources.
We believe this policy would develop farm programs that will
diminish hunger, foster peace, justice, and the preservation and
protection of our natural resources and local economies.
Agriculture Policy
A policy of parity prices, fair trade, and humanitarian aid should
be established by our country and promoted around the
world. We support the following guidelines for a farm policy to
enhance agriculture and communities.
1. Farmer owned reserve (market-driven inventory system)
2. Safety net – affordable crop insurance, permanent disaster
program
3. Farm program payment limits
4. Supply management
5. Conservation programs and stewardship
6. Renewable energy
7. Food and nutrition programs
8. Public funded research
9. Community development
10. Country of Origin Labeling
11. Fair and competitive markets
12. Enhance transportation infrastructure
13. Accessible and affordable agricultural credit
14. Full funding of farm and conservation programs
15. GMO liability and oversight
16. Beginning farmer rancher program & minority program
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17. Sustainable agricultural water use
Farm Service Agency Reorganization
Kansas Farmers Union opposes efforts to dismantle the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) delivery system through office closures,
elimination of county office positions, or change employees
classification to civil service. We support adequate funding and
staffing to support the FSA service centers.
We support the continuation of farmer-elected committees
and strongly oppose any effort to reduce the number of
such committees or any attempt to make the position of
committeemen appointed.
We oppose the formation of any national oversight committee
which supersedes state or county committee jurisdictions.
International Trade Agreements
We urge Congress and the Administration to re-negotiate trade
agreements so they reflect the needs of mankind.
We oppose “trade promotion authority” that circumvents the
ability of Congress to negotiate trade agreements.
We support the democratization of free trade agreements.
We oppose the fast-track authority for trade agreements/
approval by Congress and that those should be fully aired and
debated.
Food for Peace
We support the P.L. 480 P peace and economic justice for all.
Crop Insurance and Disaster Programs
We support a federal premium subsidy of at least 50% for
all levels of coverage. Yields should be based on APH (actual
production history) over a 5 year period. FSA yields should
be updated to reflect the true county averages. We urge a
minimum level of multi-peril crop insurance (50%) be provided
as a benefit of farm program participation to traditional family
farm size units.
We support subsidy limits on crop insurance premiums, coupled
with conservation compliance.
We support limiting crop insurance premium subsidies for any
single business entity or individual to $75,000.
We support continuation of disaster programs until such time as
crop insurance is fully a functional alternative.
Whenever a natural disaster strikes destroying any programmed
crops, affected producers should receive an IDP payment based
on the county average yield.

We oppose the Risk Management Agency allowing premium
discounts promoting the use of specific crop inputs and or farm
equipment.
We support full disclosure of crop insurance subsidy payments
received by participants in the crop insurance program.
Crop insurance coverage regions should reflect feasibility of crop
production in the region.
CRP ground should be ineligible for receiving crop insurance
until five years of crop production history has been established
subject to approval by the NRCS county committee.
Food Safety
Since the Kansas Farmers Union’s goal is a safe food supply, for
all consumers we support the following:
1. Ban BSE presumptive positive animals from the human food
supply.
2. Ban imports of live animals and processed meat without
documented labeling and verification.
3. Ban all ruminant meat protein products for feed.
4. Implement a voluntary, affordable and workable national
animal identification program implemented and
administered by the federal government, and not by a
private entity.
5. Implement a fully funded Country of Origin Labeling
(COOL).
6. Label processed feedstuffs.
7. Review the food processing system and add additional
inspection.
8. Provide incentives for a more decentralized packing industry
and food system.
GMO Labeling
We support full public disclosure of all GMO ingredients through
food labels.
Imported Foods
We support the enforced USDA inspection of all imported foods
to meet the same requirements as inspected products in the
United States.
In order for meat to be labeled a United States product, it must
be bred, born, raised, processed and packaged in the United
States.
Dairy Imports
We oppose any reduction of import quotas on dairy products.
Animal Communicable Diseases
Livestock and poultry imports: All livestock entering the U.S.
Must be held in quarantine until such time there is proof positive
the imported stock is disease free.
Horse Slaughter
We oppose a ban on the slaughter of unwanted horses and
other meat species, and the criminalization of individuals
processing, shipping, transporting, purchasing, selling,
delivering, or receiving any meat, flesh, or carcass for the
purpose of harvest. We call for the reinstitution of facilities to
deal with the humane disposal of horses.
Inter-state Marketing of Processed Meats
We support federal legislation to allow the smaller independent
meat packers, who meet state meat inspection standards, to
market inter-state.

Sustainable Agriculture
We urge all universities to pursue additional research and
support sustainable agricultural endeavors, including but
not limited to, organic farming, local food and sustainable
agriculture practices and cooperate with other entities doing
such research.
Corporate Vertical and Horizontal Integration and Price Fixing
We demand the strict enforcement of the anti-trust laws.
We fully support the Kansas Legislature establishing a
comprehensive producers protection act.
We also call for state and federal legislation that would require
binding mediation in the events of disputes between growers or
their organizations and contracted processors or marketers. We
support legislation to abolish packer/feeder combinations that
control more than 2% of the market share.
Federal Anti-corporation Farming Law
We support legislation which would prohibit direct investment
by corporations or private corporation size entities and their
stockholders in the business of farming.
Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act
We support the “Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act
(AFIDC).”
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
We believe the historic system of commodity futures trading
continues bankrupting family farmers, ranchers and consumers
and is not a prudent risk management tool. The following should
be enacted:
1. Transfer regulatory authority of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC) to the Security Exchange
Commission (SEC).
2. Support regulations that maintain prices above the cost of
production.
3. We oppose ag commodity options as a substitute for farm
programs.
4. We are opposed to any government involvement in
ag options or futures trading as a substitute for or in
conjunction with farm programs.
5. We oppose any speculative trading of commodities futures
by any foreign governments, companies or individuals.
6. All commodities sold on futures or options shall be treated
as a positive sale and taxed the same as any ordinary sale of
the same commodity.
7. We support legislation requiring all speculative futures
contracts to be assessed any federal check-off.
8. We support the elimination of speculative short selling of
commodity futures contracts.
Federal Grain Inspection Service
We recommend that the percentage of allowable dockage be
reduced. We support legislation to prohibit adding foreign
material to any commodity.
Kansas Farmers Union requests that the State of Kansas require
that the grain trade give equal credit to grain that exceeds the
standard weight in direct proportion to the discount for grain
under standard weight.
Federal Taxation
We support the principle of the progressive income tax.
The Kansas Farmers Union supports the phase out of all tax
preferences that made agriculture a tax Continued on Page 12
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shelter for outside, speculative investment.
We recommend a change in the federal income tax laws to
eliminate income tax liabilities of forced liquidations.
Road tax on farm fuels should be exempt at point of sale. We
support the continuation of the deduction of state and local
property taxes from federal tax returns.
We support income tax averaging for family farmers.
We support increasing the number of tax brackets to facilitate a
more equitable tax structure.
We support the tax incentives to encourage the use of wind,
solar and other renewable energy systems.
Individuals should be allowed the same health insurance
deduction as corporations.
We support increasing the limit on calculating Social Security
tax.
We support an estate tax with a five million dollar exemption.
State Taxation
We support a state-wide property tax in conjunction with an
income booster tax, to supplement education funding, and
provide local property tax relief.
We oppose an increase of state sales tax.
We recommend a graduated state income tax.
We support the reinstatement of a fair and progressive state
income tax.
We oppose the elimination of the corporate income tax.
We support exempting road tax on farm fuel at the point of
sale in lieu of refund. We are in favor of the current homestead
property tax exemption and we support its increase to $25,000.
The Kansas Farmers Union supports the continuation of a
mineral production tax on oil, gas, salt and coal to provide
additional funding needed for school financing and road and
highway construction and maintenance. We support a property
tax on the trans-Canada keystone pipelines.
We support a fair and reasonable tax on personal property.
We support a state-wide intangible earnings tax to be used for
property tax relief and funding education.
We urge the reinstatement of the double exemption for
individuals over 65.
We support an estate tax with a five million dollar exemption.
Social Security
The Social Security fund should be held in its own entity and not
be used to finance other government operations. Adjustment
should be made in the Social Security system to abolish “notch
year” discrimination.
To be viable and assure benefits into the future, Social Security
must be a mandatory, universal system. We oppose proposals
that would privatize any segment of the system.
Campaign Finance Reform
We demand meaningful campaign finance reform, specifically
public funding of congressional and presidential campaigns. We
oppose the use of “soft” money (super pacs) in campaigns.
We support elimination of corporate campaign finance through
“corporate citizenship.”
Federal Commodity Check-offs
We oppose all federal check-off programs.
Fraud and abuse of check-off resources and money must be
prosecuted to the full extent of the law.
All check-off programs must be subject to a referendum vote by
12 Kansas Kontact | February 2014

mail ballot every three years.
State Commodity Check-offs
We support voluntary check-offs at point of sale.
Bankruptcy
The F.D.I.C. (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation) should not
have authority to “classify” loans due to reduction of land values.
We oppose any federal effort to eliminate Chapter 12
Bankruptcy and any other action to further lessen the borrowers’
rights. We support the right of mediation to prevent bankruptcy.
Energy
We support conservation as the major effort to reduce energy
requirements. We support the research and development of
renewable energy resources such as solar, geothermal, wind,
hydrogen, ethanol, biodiesel and algae with emphasis on
community-owned generated power.
Federal and state low-interest loans and tax credits should be
made available for these and other programs to develop energy
self-sufficiency.
We urge producers to adopt farming practices and crop mixes
that will permit efficient utilization of locally produced fuels and
nitrogen fertilizers, thereby reducing agricultural dependence
on the petroleum industry.
We favor rationing of fuel if needed. We are opposed to
excessive taxes and/or price increases to control fuel use.
We favor the abolition of take or pay contracts. We oppose the
deregulation of natural gas prices.
We support a resilient expanded electrical grid system that
allows for dependable transmission nationwide.
We support a 15% renewable energy mandate for electrical
generation.
We support securing 25% of the nation’s energy utilization from
renewable sources by 2025 (25x25).
We are opposed to retail wheeling and deregulation of energy.
We support C-BED (community based energy development).
We support net metering of electricity, with a 12-month
averaging period.
We support storage of energy from renewable generation.
We support the Renewable Portfolio Standard established by
the Kansas Renewable Standards Act.
We support renewal of the national Renewable Energy
Production Tax Credit.
Rural Electrification Administration
We oppose any effort to “privatize” the REA system.
We strongly oppose loss of rural electric territory to private
power companies.
Telecommunication
We urge the continuation and further development of
reasonable priced, state of the art telecommunication service to
rural customers. We oppose consolidation of telecommunication
providers.
Health Care
We support using a single payer health insurance system.
Health care coverage must be comprehensive and there should
be public education to promote healthier life style choices.
Until such time as universal single payer coverage is enacted,
we support a 100 percent tax deduction for health insurance
premium paid by the self-employed, and we support
equalization of Medicare payments to rural and urban hospitals

alike.
We support incentives for the purpose of encouraging doctors
to practice in rural and other underserved areas. Doctors who
receive aid to practice in Kansas for a specified period of time
be required to fulfill their obligation. We support prescription
coverage under the Medicare and medicaid system.
We oppose the sale of Kansas Blue Cross Blue Shield.
FRAN
We support implementation and full funding of FRAN (Farm &
Ranch Stress Assistance Network).
Transportation
We urge the revitalization of our nation’s passenger and freight
railroad system. We oppose the closing of branch rail lines,
which serve rural communities.
We oppose the deregulation of all non-competitive
transportation enterprises.
We support the retention and expansion of existing Amtrak
routes in Kansas and across the nation.
We oppose all coal slurry pipelines.
We oppose the cumbersome IRS regulation requiring farmers to
log farm cars, pickup and truck mileage.
We oppose foreign ownership of domestic railroad lines. We
oppose the privatization of highways and bridges used in the
agricultural transportation system.
We oppose the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline.
Farm Cooperatives
Agricultural cooperatives should be further strengthened in the
American farming system to enable farmers to achieve greater
bargaining power both in marketing and purchasing.
Farmers Union opposes any attempt to interfere with the
present capital structure of the cooperative and its present tax
status. We are opposed to any co-op manager or non-members
serving on the board of directors of our local or regional co-ops.
We support current legislation that requires 10 members to form
a co-op.
We oppose the distribution of severance pay to board members,
CEO’s and other executives due to mergers or acquisitions.
We oppose changing regulations that require a 2/3 vote of
members to change the articles of incorporation.
We oppose planned entry into livestock breeding and feeding
facilities which will place our cooperative into a vertical
integration position.
We must not use our cooperatives’ resources in any way which
creates direct competition or weaken our memberships financial
well-being.
We support the Rochdale Principle (one member/one vote).
We strongly oppose any cooperative entity from creating an
alliance with any companies who have the intent on market
control.
Community Development
We urge the Kansas Legislature and the U.S. Congress to
provide assistance in funding a program to provide information,
consultation and referrals to rural residents. We support locally
owned and operated value-added endeavors.
We also call for the rejuvenation of a rural development initiative
for the benefit of the local community.
We support maintaining rural post offices.
Foreign Investment in Agricultural Land

We urge passage by the Kansas State Legislature of a law to
prohibit entry into business of farming and ranching or the
ownership of agricultural land by alien investors, except those
resident farm families or individuals seeking United States
citizenship.
We urge passage of legislation strengthening the reporting of
Kansas agricultural land owned by aliens, corporations, and
limited partnerships.
State Banking Regulations
We support the system of independent rural banks and credit
unions. We urge those banks to support Kansas family farmers
and to serve the credit requirements of Kansas family farmers.
We favor the same regulations for savings and loans.
Federal Banking
We support reform in the banking industry. We support the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act
and/or Glass-Steagall Act.
Interstate Branch Banking
We oppose the Riegle-Neal Interstate Banking and Branching
Act mandates that an out-of-state bank be allowed to purchase
banks across state lines without regard to individual state law.
We support state legislation to opt-out of the interstate
branching provision of the Riegle-Neal Interstate Banking and
Branching Act.
Elevator bankruptcy
State legislation should prohibit speculation in the futures
market by grain elevator owners and operators, except in
the case of legitimate hedging. State legislation should also
prohibit involvement by elevators in delayed or deferred pricing
schemes.
Grain elevator operators should be required to submit more
detailed financial information to the Kansas Grain Inspection
Department. We support timely and in depth audits.
We support the acceleration of the receivership process for
financially troubled elevators, with provision for a temporary
receiver to be named insuring immediate supervision of a
bankrupt elevator to guarantee that grain is protected while the
courts appoint a permanent receiver.
We support farmers being given priority through “Farmers FIRST
Lien” in elevator bankruptcy proceedings.
We oppose the grain warehouse trust fund concept funded by a
checkoff assessed against grain sold by farmers.
We endorse a federal or state insurance program protecting any
stored and/or priced grain for all state and federally inspected
elevators, similar to the FDIC for banks.
Warehouse receipts and scale tickets shall be recognized as legal
proof of ownership of grain, and should be guaranteed by the
government.
We support similar protection for the sale of livestock through
public auction.
Initiative and Referendum
We support the concept of initiative and referendum, which
allows our citizens to vote on major issues and to initiate ballot
questions by petition.
We support maintaining the county option vote with regard to
corporate swine and dairy operations.
We support county home rule.
We encourage all eligible voters to get
Continued on Page 14
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out and vote.
We oppose efforts to enact stricter voter ID requirements.
Kansas Department of Agriculture
We support the concept of a Secretary of Agriculture appointed
by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.
Pharmaceutical GMO Production
We support strict regulation and public disclosure of any Kansas
grown pharmaceutical GMOs. All field research sites of GMOs
must be approved and have permits issued by the Kansas
Department of Agriculture.
Kansas Seed Law
Kansas Seed Law should not restrict producers of wheat,
barley, oats, soybeans or alfalfa from replanting or selling seed
produced on their farm.
We oppose any efforts to introduce or allow the use of the
“terminator gene” on our nation’s seed supply.
Brand Laws
We urge the establishment of mandatory livestock brand
inspection at all markets.
Dairy
We support a floor on the basic formula price, i.e., the base price
for determining the milk price for producers.
We support the use of the marketing order system in Kansas to
effectively set a floor on dairy prices paid to the dairy farmers.
We support an appeal process for the American dairyman when
an inspection is considered unjust by the farmer.
State Meat and Poultry Inspection
We oppose the elimination of the state’s Meat and Poultry
Inspection Division.
Noxious Weed Law
We oppose any legislation that would discontinue the
current practice of county noxious weed departments selling,
distributing and applying pesticides, herbicides and other
chemicals.
Industrial Water Use
We recommend industries, which are heavy users of water, be
required to use surface water instead of ground water, and to
recycle, when possible.
We urge that all oil and natural gas producers be prohibited
from using fresh water in flooding for secondary oil recovery
(hydraulic fracturing). We oppose the use of any Kansas water for
the transportation of coal slurry.
Irrigation
We strongly urge that present irrigation practices and future
development conform to strict conservation principles to assure
the wisest use of water to minimize the possibilities for adverse
environmental and economic impact on affected communities.
We support elimination of the “use it or lose it” rule on irrigation
wells.
We recommend any multi-year variable groundwater right
program include a mandatory reduction in total allocation
as a conservation measure to offset potential unintended
consequences.
We recommend that all wells have meters.
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Water Transfer
We oppose the transfer of surface or ground water from one
watershed to another including the transfer of water from the
Missouri River.
Water and Wind Rights
Water and wind rights must not be severed from surface
ownership.
Water Retention Structures
We support flood control by the use of area watershed projects
as opposed to large general dams. We support continuing tax
benefits to remain in effect on lands with donated easements for
the entire life of both new and existing structures.
State Funding for Conservation Practices
We support state funding and technical assistance for soil and
water conservation practices.
Construction Work in Progress (CWIP)
The Kansas Farmers Union is opposed to costs for power
generating facilities under construction being added to current
utility rates.
Property Rights
A. Eminent Domain
We oppose the taking of private property without due process.
We oppose granting eminent domain power to non-regulated
private corporations.
We oppose the use of (eminent domain) by the department of
wildlife and parks to acquire land that has been cultivated for
more than 10 years, that has been designated wetlands.
B. Zoning
Preservation of agricultural land should be given priority in all
zoning decisions.
C. Regional Planning
Required appointment on zoning or planning boards for
farmers, assuring them representation on a par with nonagricultural interests in the region.
D. Wildlife
We support legislation that allows farmers a voice in
establishment of new game or predator species in their area. We
require the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism to
notify the public of any previous or future releases.
Climate Change
We support efforts to reduce emissions of heat-trapping gases
and toxic pollutants.
We support research for climate change adaptation.
2014 Special Orders of Business
All special orders have to be renewed annually as long as the
delegates wish them in place. Otherwise they automatically expire.
Farmers Union Educational Center
Kansas Farmers Union supports the National Farmers Union
Educational Center in Bailey, Colorado.
We support all aspects of the National Farmers Union Youth and
Education Program and continue full utilization of our Bailey
camp facilities so that it is available for our present and future
Farmers Union membership.
We recognize and respect all the dedicated efforts that went into

making our educational center a reality by thousands of loyal
Farmers Union members across the United States.
Hydraulic Fracturing Operations
We support a moratorium on hydraulic fracturing operations
in oil and gas recovery until an environmental impact study,
guided by sound science, proves the activities safe.
Anticipated Effects of a Short-term Farm Bill Extension
If Congress passes a short-term (one year or less) extension of
the farm bill, there will be many unpleasant outcomes, as it will
undermine the integrity of the next five-year farm bill.
Any extension of the bill will almost certainly include some
cuts in order to placate ideological extremists in the House.
Reductions in the baseline funding, as part of the extension,
reduce the resources available for the next farm bill.
The 37 programs that lost baseline funding on or before Sept.
30, 2012 will require additional spending in order to be reinstated or continued. This affects:
• All farm bill renewable energy programs
• All farm bill disaster programs (expired in 2011), including
SURE and livestock programs.
• Some Rural Development programs, including value-added
agricultural market development program grants
• The beginning farmer and rancher development program
and other local and regional food system programs
It is almost assured that all of the above programs will have less
funding, even in a new farm bill.
Direct payments may be eliminated in a farm bill extension,
which would remove $50 million from the next farm bill. This
leaves less funding for programs like agricultural risk coverage
(in the Senate bill) or price loss coverage and revenue loss
coverage (in the house bill.) As a result, target prices or revenue
assurances will be lower compared to the current proposals.
Enrollment caps for conservation programs will be even lower.
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is already slated to
have a significant reduction in acreage and without a farm bill,
sign-up has stopped.
The longer there isn’t a new farm bill, the less money will be
available for the next. As commodity prices are generally high,
and counter-cyclical programs aren’t issuing payments, cost
projections for existing programs will be lower, which results in a
lower baseline funding level.
When it comes time to write the farm bill after an extension,
there will be limited options for cuts. As a result, the two largest
pots of money, crop insurance and nutrition programs, will be
the brunt of the reductions.
United States Postal Service
The Kansas Farmers Union has a long history in support of
the United States Postal Service (U.S.P.S.), Including rural free
delivery of mail. We are deeply concerned with the systematic
dismantling of the postal service structure, based on fiscal
pressure unduly inflicted upon the U.S.P.S. By Congress. We
believe the 2006 Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act
requiring the institution to pre-fund retiree pension funds
decades in advance is unwarranted and the primary culprit in
the financial issues facing the U.S.P.S.
The potential elimination of Saturday and door-to-door delivery,
coupled with the loss of good-paying postal jobs over the entire
nation, will negatively affect the economy. Rural America will be
dealt an additional first class blow under this misguided policy.

Local and regional newspaper delivery to outlying areas will be
delayed for days. This not only damages the circulation numbers
of the newspapers, but also devalues local information and
advertising.
The U.S.P.S. Was established in the Constitution, Article I, Section
8, Clause 7, “Congress shall have the power to establish post
offices and post roads.” We stand firm in our conviction to
protect this great freedom and commonwealth from attacks and
privatization.
Farm Bill
We, the delegate body of the Kansas Farmers Union Convention,
believe passage of a sound and meaningful farm bill is the most
pressing issue before the United States Congress. Food security
for all consumers is the most basic of freedoms.
We also believe maintaining an economic and community
structure that encourages production of a safe and stable
supply of the necessities of life is the foundation of a thoughtful,
intelligent society, with a vision of an enduring future.
We support the following:
1. Full funding and inclusion of the supplemental nutrition
assistance program (snap) in the farm bill
2. A strong and seamless safety net for our farmers and
ranchers
3. Full funding of conservation programs
4. Renewable energy from the farm and ranch
5. Full funding of rural development programs, including
regional food system programs
6. Strong support for maintaining permanent farm law
All of America deserves a comprehensive and visionary farm bill.
Today.
Kansas Corporate Farming Law
We, the delegate body of the Kansas Farmers Union convention,
strongly believe the county option should be preserved in
Kansas’ corporate farming laws. For over 80 years, corporate
farming laws have protected family farms and ranches from the
threats of unfair competition by corporate and foreign interests,
and all-out repeal threatens the future of family agriculture
across Kansas.
The county option, the last remaining protection of citizens’
rights when it comes to corporate agriculture, must be
preserved and protected. We find it very disconcerting that both
elected and appointed officials, who have touted the virtues
of local political control and smaller government, now feel the
need to take away this last protection.
We believe Kansas counties should be able to opt out of
consideration by any corporation looking to relocate to the
state. We also believe Kansas citizens should be able to petition
registered voters and bring corporate farming issues to a public
vote.
We believe Kansas is better off when those who own and work
the state’s farms and ranches are individuals and families who
have the opportunity to control their own land and labor, and a
desire to create a future for family farming and ranching, and for
all of rural Kansas, that is socially just, economically equitable,
and environmentally sound.
Family farms and ranches are the foundation that built this
state, and they continue to drive and lead its economy. We
believe Kansas’ family farmers and ranchers should expect every
protection the state can provide.
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Still time to register...
Low-Stress Cattle Handling
Workshop Featuring Lynn
Locatelli, DVM to be Held
February 8th in Salina
details at: kansasfarmersunion.org
or call Mary: 785-562-8726
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